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refused to move, and announced his intention of
extending his conquests to the Atlantic seaboard.
Caesar responded in the only language that he could
understand, namely, decisive defeat in battle.    He
completely routed the Suevic hosts near to modern
Belfort, and drove the few survivors in headlong
flight back into their own place (58 B.C.).    Three
years later, just before his first expedition to Britain,
Caesar had to deal with two other German tribes
(the Usipetes and Tencteri) who had taken posses-
sion of Gallic territory between the Rhine and the
Meuse (part of modern Belgium).   Having in vain
tried to persuade them to recross the Rhine, he fell
upon them with great slaughter, and, having bridged
the Rhine near the site of modern Bonn, lie chased
them back to the forests whence they had emerged.
He did not, however, remain in Germany.   After
a stay of a little over a fortnight he returned, de-
stroying his bridge.   The Rhine became the dividing
line between Roman Gaul and Barbaric Germany.

IV
What has Caesar to say about these savage and
aggressive peoples to whom he had to teach so severe
a lesson ? He depicts a vast agglomeration of tribes
still semi-nomadic, intensely hostile to one another,
living in a state of perpetual conflict. * Their whole
life/ he says, *is addicted to hunting and war, and
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